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open, she hoped that 
everyone would have a 
wonderful day and 
spend lots of money!  
There were fifteen par-
ticipating Chapters, sell-
ing a variety of goodies 
including British bang-
ers, sausage rolls, home-
made jams and chut-
neys.  Queen Victoria 
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Another Glorious June Faire! 

The Annual Faire was 
held at the British 
Home on Saturday, 
5th June, under the 
auspices of the Daugh-
ters of the British Em-
pire (DBE) in Califor-
nia.  The event started 
off in great style at 10 
AM with the Califor-
nia, Inc. State Board 
parading the flags, 
escorted by our 
wonderful Beef-
eaters, and Cindi 
McIntosh, our 
piper - all great 
friends of the  
Home.  When the 
British Consul-
General in Los 
Angeles, Dame 
Barbara Hay, de-
clared the Faire 

Chapter once again 
provided óVictorianô 
English Teas on the 
patio. The teas were as 
popular as ever. 

The booth decoration 
competition was ably 
judged by Sierra 
Madre Police Chief, 
Marilyn Diaz.  The 
main award went to  
Westminster Chimes 
Chapter who charmed 
the judge with their 
singing of óOranges 
and Lemonsô.  Second 
place went to Richard 
the Lionheart Chap-
ter who had obviously 
spent many hours 
working on their su-
perb booth and cos-

tumes. Third place 
went to Court of St. 
James.  Congratula-
tions to all the 
Chapters who did 
such a fine job.  Itôs 
great to see the 
Chapter members 
working together to 
make such a success 
of their booths. 

This year, we intro-
duced a giant slide 
and ósticky wallô for 
the children.  Our 
Administrator, 
Marlene Rainen, 
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Fourteen years ago Kelly and 
Tony moved to Fallbrook (where 
they reside today) when Kelly 
decided to contact the DBE 
chapter in Fallbrook.  Many 
wonderful years of association 
with Excalibur chapter resulted 
in Kelly serving on the DBE 
Southern California State Board 
and eventually undertaking two 
terms as State President.  This 
brought her closer to the British 
Home as a Director on the 
Home Board.  Kelly joined us 
again in March this year as a Di-
rector of the Home by way of a 
third term as Southern Califor-
nia State President. 

Kelly has distinguished herself by 
her tireless efforts on behalf of 
ñThe Causeò, and particularly in 
enthusiastically selling the virtues 
of the Home to the DBE mem-
bership and potential residents. 

These days, when Kellyôs not on 
the computer about DBE busi-
ness, she is slogging away in the 
garden or spending memorable 
time with her grandchildren; 
three naughty, wonderful little 
boys, Ryan Kelly, Justin Patrick 
and Kieran Anthony. 
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Lynette Eleanor Kelly was born 
on 21 May, 1944 in Auchen-
flower, Queensland, Australia.  
ñKellyò was raised in the coun-
tryside on a dairy, sugarcane 
and small crops farm for the 
first 13 years of her life near 
the South Coast of Queen-
sland.  Here she learned to ride 
horses, drive the tractor, milk 
the cows and the joys of a one 
room, one-teacher elementary 
school.  Even the girls were 
caned (ñpaddledò) in those 
days! 

In 1957, Maxwell Kelly, her 
father, moved the family to 
sheep and cattle country be-
tween the small towns of Wan-
doan and Taroom. 

Kelly is the oldest of five chil-
dren, four girls and one boy.   
The girls loved shooting 
that .303 and the .22.  Muster-
ing the sheep was an adventure 
and rounding up those cattle 
on horseback was an even big-

ger adventure.  It NEVER failed 
that the stinkers would stampede 
just when they thought they had 
them headed down the run into 
the cattle yards!  The horses 
loved the chase.  So they learned 
about dipping sheep and cattle 
and branding and castrating, 
drenching for worms and killing 
their own meat for the dinner 
table.  Along with this was the 
endless ploughing and then har-
vesting hundreds of acres of 
wheat, oats, barley, etc.  Kellyôs 
favorite tractor was the Fiat 
crawler; a beautiful ma-
chineé..was like driving a small 
tank into battle!  

Over the years in Australia, Kelly 
worked for livestock brokers, 
The Commonwealth Trading 
Bank of Australia, enjoyed a 
stint as governess in the Queen-
sland ñOutbackò;  the University 
of Sydney, in Student Publica-
tions, and lastly, Tony Gemenis, 
one of Sydneyôs leading re-
straunteurs at the time.  Her 
hobbies have been gardening, 
cooking and watercolor painting 
and teaching.  Kelly and Tony 
were married in Hawaii in 1972.  
Two children, Josh 
and Matt, and three 
cats later, in 2000, 
Kelly was sworn in as 
a US citizen.  During 
Tonyôs tour of duty 
with the USMC in 
Hawaii, Kelly 
worked in the Cater-
ing Department at 
the Ilikai Hotel in 
Waikiki. 

Kelly Pack - Director 
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Betty was born in Mumbles, a 
seaside village in South Wales. 
Her mother stayed home to take 
care of Betty and her sister, Jo. 
Her father travelled to Swansea 
each day where he was a man-
ager in a department store. 

Eventually, the family moved to 
Hornchurch, Essex, to live near 
to her motherôs brother.  Her 
mother owned a drapery store in 
Hornchurch, and Betty worked 
there during her school holidays. 

After Betty left school she at-
tended Clarks Technical Col-
lege.  During this time Betty was 
ócalled upô so that, between 1943 
and 1946, she served in the ATS 
(Auxiliary Territorial Service). 
She became a driver, headquar-
tered in Peterborough, traveling 
throughout the East Coast of 
England delivering supplies to 
the troops.  In 1946, Betty re-
turned to Clarks College to con-
tinue her studies, graduating in 

shorthand typing and busi-
ness studies.  Betty went to 
work in the Ford Motor Com-
pany in Essex where she met 
her future husband; they mar-
ried in 1950.  Bettyôs husband 
decided he didnôt like the 

English weather 
and moved the 
family to Califor-
nia where he al-
ready had friends. 
Bettyôs mother 
and father fol-
lowed them to-
gether with her 
sister Jo.  After 
seve ra l  years 
Bettyôs parents 
were home sick 
and moved back 
to England, only 
to return to Cali-

fornia a year or two later. 
Betty and her husband were 
blessed with one son, Peter. 
Her husband passed away in 
1999 after 49 years of mar-
riage.  Peter is married with 
two daughters.  Bettyôs grand-
daughter is married to an 
Englishman from Liverpool. 

Betty used to enjoy craft work 
and still likes to read, particu-
larly mysteries.  She played 
field hockey in her youth and 
now enjoys watching tennis 
and soccer. 

Betty and her husband owned 
a motor home and enjoyed 
touring.  Sometimes they 

went to Europe and hired a mo-
tor home so that they could tour 
there.  Her husband had been 
stationed in Italy during the war 
and liked to go back to visit. 

Betty acknowledged that she has 
always enjoys British food best.  
She enjoys big band music and 
her favourite stage play was 
Agatha Christieôs ñMousetrapò. 

Betty was a long time member of 
the DBE and held the position of 
Regent and Treasurer in the Prin-
cess Anne Chapter.  Whilst living 
in California, Bettyôs mother used 
to visit the residents in The Brit-
ish Home.  Betty herself volun-
teered at the Home working as a 
relief administrative assistant 
every Friday.  She was a great sup-
port to the office during this 
time.  Her sister, Jo, was also a 
volunteer, working as Friendship 
Chairman for a number of years. 

Betty has now been residing with 
us for two months.  She is happy 
and appreciates all the care she is 
getting from the nursing staff.  
We plan to keep her fit and 
healthy for the foreseeable future. 

Betty May - Resident 
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Comments and Suggestions 

are very welcome. Send them 

to the Managing Editor: 

Margaret Jenkins 

3345 Stellar Drive 

San Diego, CA 92123 

margaretajenkins@att.net 

Phone: (858) 495-0833 

volunteered husband and their 4 
sons to operate this area.  These 
proved to be popular additions 
with the younger visitors.  Miss 
Piggy joined us again with her as-
sistant, Kermit the Frog; they do a 
great job selling raffle tickets to the 
visitors as they arrive.  Our British 
Bobby kept a watchful eye on the 
proceedings.  Owners of Classic 
British Cars arrived to proudly 
display their wonderfully main-
tained vehicles.  This year we pro-
vided sheltered seating for Resi-
dents and visitors, which proved 
very popular, particularly as it 
turned out to be an extremely hot 
day.  We were entertained during 

the day by the Scottish Dancers 
and the Margaret Cleary Irish 
Dancers.  Both groups encouraged 
audience participation after their 
set performances!  At intervals 
throughout the day, Cindi contin-
ued piping for our pleasure.  
Many of our visitors come specifi-
cally to enjoy this traditional Brit-
ish entertainment and are never 
disappointed.  The event was bet-
ter publicized than ever this year, 
contributing to the greatly in-
creased turnout.  As soon as all 
the money comes in from the 
Chapters, we will report on the 
overall success.  Thank you all for 
your participation! 


